
EDITOR 
WALTER F. WAGNER, JR., AIA 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
MILDRED F. SCHMERTZ, FA!A 

SENIOR EDITORS 
HERBERT L. SMITH, JR., AIA, Administration 
ROBERT E. FISCHER 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
GRACE M. ANDERSON 
IDOUGLAS BRENNER 
CHARLES K. GANDEE 
BARCLAY F. GORDON 
CHARLES K. HOYT, AIA 
JANET NAIRN 
ROGER YEE 

PRODUCTION EDITOR 
ANNETTE K. NETBURN 

DESIGN 
ALEX H. STILLANO, Director 
ALBERTO BUGGHIANERI, Senior associate 
ANNA-MARIA EGGER, Associate 
MURIEL GUTTRELL, Illustration 
J. DYGK FLEDDERUS, Illustration 
JAN WHITE, Consultant 

EDITORIAL CONSULTANTS 
EDWARD LARRABEE BARNES, FAIA 
JONATHAN BARNETT, AIA, Urban design 
GEORGE A. CHRISTIE, JR., Economics 
ERNEST MIGKEL, Hon. AIA, Washington 
PAUL RUDOLPH. F.AIA 
Foreign architecture 
L'Architecture d .Aujourd'hui, Paris 

McCRAW-HBl WORLD SEWS 
MIGHAa J. jOH^SON, Director 
9 domestic and 10 
international news bureaus: 
Bonn, Brussels, Buenos Aires, 
London, Milan, Moscow. Paris. 
Singapore, Tokyo, Toronto. 

SALES MANAGER 
MICHAEL J. MRVIGA 

CIRCULA TION DIRECTOR 
RICHARD H. Dl VEGGHIO 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
JOSEPH R. WUNK 

MARKETING SERVICES MANAGER 
CAMILLE H. PADULA 

ASSISTANT TO PUBLISHER 
ELIZABETH HAYMAN 

PUBLISHER 
PAUL B. BEATTY 

10 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD December 1980 

Cover: Robson Square and 
The Law Courts Complex 
Vancouver, Canada 
Architects: Arthur Erickson Architects 
Photographer: Ezra Stoller ©ESTO 

THE RECORD REPORTS 

13 Editorial 
Let's not let Federal programs for design 
quality fall into any cracks between 
Administrations 

4 Letters/calendar 

33 News in brief 

34 News reports 
The Reagan Administration —what will it 
bring for the construction industry? The 
GSA's favoring of "small" A/E firms is 
resulting in some confusion. The 
Ghicago firm of Flolabird & Root 
celebrates its first 100 years with an 
exhibit at the Chicago Historical Society. 
Egyptian architect Hassan Fathy brings 
his building techniques to New Mexico. 

45 Required reading 
American Architecture Now 
by Barbaralee Diamonstein, 
introduction by Paul Goldberger 
reviewed by Andrea Barnet. 

ARCHITECTURAL BUSINESS 

51 Building costs 
Delphi: An aid in project cost control 
Stephen J. Kirk, a specialist in life-cycle 
cost analysis, outlines a simple decision­
making technique for design teams that 
can help them forestall systems 
obsolescence while reducing the costs 
of construction and operation. 

57 Building costs 
Rising material costs begin to level off 
McGraw-Hill's Cost Information Systems 
Division updates its nationwide survey 
of key construction cost indicators. 

I 



FEATURES 

65 Vancouver's grand new 
Government Center 
It is one of the most remarkable 
government complexes of its time, a 
three-block-long civic concourse in the 
heart of Vancouver, Canada, designed 
by Arthur Erickson Architects. An urban 
plaza links a rehabilitated old courthouse 
with new provincial government offices 
and law courts building. Skillful handling 
of scale and deft adherance to detail 
have produced an elegant solution 
meeting both judicial and urban criteria. 

76 A new urban center for Harrisburg 
A bridge takes visitors from the state 
Capitol to the offices, shops, and indoor 
plaza of Strawberry Square, designed by 
the joint venture firm of Lawrie & 
Creen-Mitchell/Ciurgola. 

82 A glass apartment tower... 
designed by Cruzen & Partners is a 
sleek and elegant, 46-story tower. 

86 . . . And one of its apartments 
designed by Joseph Paul D'Urso 
presents a convincing counter-argument 
to "less is a bore." 

88 The Baltimore-Washington 
International Airport 
Architects Peterson and Brickbauer's 
design for a major remodeling and 
addition has completely restructured the 
older building's functions and imagery 
to make a new civic gateway. 

BUILDING TYPES STUDY 553 

96 Embassies and consulates 
A review of new embassy and consular 
designs that will help to reshape the 
American image abroad. 

% U.S. Embassy residence 
Giza, Arab Republic of Egypt 
Architects: Metcalf and Associates 

100 U.S. Embassy housing 
Hong Kong 
Architects: Davis Brody Associates 

100 U.S. Embassy 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Architects: Hartman-Cox 

102 U.S. Embassy addition 
Vienna, Austria 
Architects: Zimmer Cunsul Frasca 
Partnership 

104 U.S. Embassy office building 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
Architect: Victor Lundy 

104 U.S. Embassy housing 
Tokyo, Japan 
Architects: Harry Weese & Associates 

106 U.S. Embassy 
Lisbon, Portugal 
Architects: Bassetti Norton Metier 
Rothschild 

108 U.S. Embassy housing 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Architects: Wilkes & Faulkner Associates 

108 U.S. Embassy offices 
San Jose, Costa Rica 
Architects: Marquis Associates 

110 U.S. Embassy 
La Paz, Bolivia 
Architects: Esherick Homsey Dodge & 
Davis 

112 U.S. Consular housing 
Eukuoka, Japan 
Architects: Unthank Seder Poticha 

ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

114 Office literature 

119 Product reports 

157 Semi-annual index 

147 Classified advertising 

154 Architectural Bookshop 

162 Advertising index 

165 Reader service inquiry card 

NEXT MONTH IN RECORD 

Building Types Study: 
College Buildings 
As colleges mature, their buildings age. And as 
student bodies grow and curricula change, old 
buildings often lose their original reasons for 
being. More and more, however, universities and 
colleges treat their old buildings as valued 
antiques, not simply as a sop to alums' sentiments 
but to retain the fabric of the campus and to 
remind students and faculty of the founders' high 
hopes and ideals. This study will consider four 
examples of renovation, reconstruction and 
addition that put old buildings to new use. 
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